
PIN OAK
Issue 137 Term 1, March 11 2022

FAREWELL
MRS ETHELL

SWIMMINGANTIGONE



2

3. Head of College Report

4. Head of Academic and   
innovation

5. Head of Senior School

6. Junior School News

7-11. Farewell Mrs Ethell

12. Junior Gallery

13. Inspiration

14. Antigone

15. Big Issue

16. Sport News

17. News Flash 

CONTENTS

Careers & Futures at Oxley

Pin Oak Team

Student Editorial Team
Hannah Zupp, Leah Halstead, Violet FitzSimons, 
Jackson Wolstencroft, Lucy Anderson, Sophia 

Hamblin, Matilda Lambie

Designers
 Lara Fischer, Mollie Nash, Chloe Hanrahan

Head of Marketing and PR
Emma Calver

6WD�(GLWRU
Jodie Swan

Oxley College
Railway Road, Burradoo, NSW, 2576.

Ph: 4861 1366
RFH#R[OH\�QVZ�HGX�DX

Photography: AJ Moran

Careers and Futures canvas site
The Careers and Futures canvas site has lots of careers resources 
for students in Years 10 - 12 to explore and support them in making 
future career decisions at school and for life beyond school. 
Look out for ‘announcements’ coming from the canvas site, 
containing ‘What’s new in Careers and Futures’ updates. It has the 
latest workshops, events, open days, scholarships and learning 
opportunities all linked to careers and ideas for their futures. 
Students will receive a canvas course invitation via their email.
(QJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�&DUHHUV�LQ�¿UVW�KDOI�RI�WKH�\HDU
Year 12s: one-on-one career consultations looking at life beyond 
school in Term 1.
Years 11 and 12s: small group coaching, and workshops/events 
starting from Term 2. 
Year 10: Cornerstone class, Morrisby Career Assessment in Term 
1 and 2.
By Claudia Cowell, Careers and Futures

Message from the Chairman
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HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL
)DUHZHOO�-HQQ\�(WKHOO�

$� VXPPHU� RI� WHUULEOH� EXVK¿UHV� IROORZLQJ�
the drought, an ongoing global pandemic 
DQG�VRPH�RI�WKH�ZRUVW�ÀRRGV�LQ�PHPRU\��
we have faced some unprecedented 
challenges in the 13 terms since Mrs 
Ethell became Head of College. Even in 
the space of a week, the College has gone 

from being a mini government health department to a weather 
bureau, at the same time as being a place of high quality 
OHDUQLQJ�� WKURXJK� LW� DOO�� 0UV� (WKHOO� KDV� FRQWLQXHG� WR� EULQJ�
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FAREWELL MRS ETHELL
“Mrs Ethell has been an amazing 
Head of College, she has supported 
us all through tough times and I am 
truly going to miss her, my favourite 



�

Jenny and Dougall - I was very happy to work with you. I knew that I wanted to work with you from 
the first time I met you on Zoom. Life is a journey: I am looking forward to seeing you next time.

- Masako Chikushi

Oxley Staff
I remember the day Mr Conroy advised me that Mrs Ethell had been selected 
for the Head of College. I was absolutely delighted. I was excited by the 
prospect of working with Jenny given her level of experience and reputation. 
The Board’s decision did not disappoint. Having worked as an Executive 
Assistant for over 12 years in the corporate world, and now coming up to 10 
years in the Education field, I have experienced many different working styles 
from my bosses. Jenny, by far sets the bar.
Jenny exemplified excellence and was the complete package. She tried 
to bring the best out of every single team member – no matter what team 
they belonged to and that’s a talent that even the most educated and 
experienced head’s don’t always have. With her level of performance, 
dedication and professionalism, she leads the field. The College has been 
blessed to have had her at the helm for the last 3 years.
Jenny has been a friend to me, not just a colleague. I will miss our daily chats 
at 7am with a cup of tea, I will miss her openness, her humility and her support 
of me as a work partner rather than an employee. Her trust in me is humbling.
I will find solace in the fact that our friendship will endure. How lucky am I to 
have something that makes saying goodbye so hard. Go well Jenny – you will 
be missed.
- Linda Matthews

Jenny has been a huge part of 
my experience of Oxley. I have 
worked for a many excellent 
leaders, but I have learned the 
most from her. Jenny strikes just 
the right balance between tough 
justice and earnest compassion, 
between formal professionalism 
and her keen sense of humour, 
between starry-eyed idealism 
and hard-headed pragmatism. 
She always placed the students 
at the centre of any conversation 
and worked tirelessly to make the 
Oxley experience the best it can 
be. 
- David Houghton

As the first female Head of
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MRS ETHELL INTERVIEW

:H�NQRZ�WKDW�\RX�DUH�KHDGLQJ�EDFN�WR�:HVWHUQ�$XVWUDOLD�DQG�DUH�YHU\�VDG�WR�VHH�\RX�JR��:KDW�ZLOO�
\RX�PLVV�PRVW�DERXW�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�KLJKODQGV"�

Many people would say the beautiful environment but for me it is the people and especially our students. I have 
just loved living in a regional community where people are welcoming, inclusive and really care about each other. 
In particular I have loved the diversity of our school community with students and parents with a wide range of 
backgrounds, talents, professions and personalities. There is not just ‘one type’ of Highlander which is refreshing 
and always makes for interesting and diverse conversations and ideas. Just like our students!

:KDW�LV�\RXU�IDYRXULWH�SODFH�VSDFH�RQ�WKH�2[OH\�FDPSXV�DQG�FDQ�\RX�WHOO�XV�ZK\"

2K�WKDW�LV�HDV\�EXW�,�KDYH�WZR��7KH�¿UVW�LV�(OYR�/DZQ�RU�WKH�RXWORRN�ZDONLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�SDWKZD\�SDVW�WKH�3LQ�2DN�
towards Elvo. Being on Elvo Lawn in the heart of the school is such a special place. It has been one of the great joys 
and surprises of the pandemic in how we have found new ways to use this space for special events and activities.

The second would be the Junior School Playground or ‘House beside the tree’- this always engenders such joy 
DPRQJVW�RXU�\RXQJHVW�VWXGHQWV�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�JURZ�LQ�FRXUDJH�DQG�FRQ¿GHQFH�DV�WKH\�WDNH�RQ�QHZ�FKDOOHQJHV��
1RW�PDQ\�SHRSOH�ZRXOG�NQRZ�EXW�,�KDG�WR�WU\�WKH�µELJ�VOLGH¶�RXW�VHFUHWO\�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�¿UVW�EXLOW�LQ�������$OZD\V�D�
big kid at heart!

<RX�DUH�D�KLJKO\�H[SHULHQFHG�HGXFDWRU�DQG�OHDGHU�ZKR�KDV�ZRUNHG�LQ�D�UDQJH�RI�VFKRROV��:KDW��LQ�\RXU�
RSLQLRQ��PDNHV�2[OH\�&ROOHJH�VSHFLDO"

7KDW�LV�UHDOO\�KDUG�DV�WKHUH�LV�QRW�MXVW�RQH�WKLQJ�WKDW�PDNHV�2[OH\�VSHFLDO�EXW�PRVW�GH¿QLWHO\�LQFOXGHV�WKH�SHRSOH��
We often talk about the ‘magic’ of Oxley- it is a special mixture of ingredients of welcoming, inclusive and engaged 
students, passionate and inspired teachers and most importantly the broad liberal and future focussed education 
WKDW�ZH�KDYH�GHVLJQHG�DQG�VWXGHQWV�HPEUDFH��)RU�PH�LW�LV�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�VHOÀHVVQHVV�RI�RXU�VWXGHQWV�DQG�VWD�
which make it extra special- the Oxley spirit!

:KDW�GR�\RX�VHH�DV�\RXU�JUHDWHVW�DFKLHYHPHQW�RU�DFKLHYHPHQWV�VLQFH�\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�DW�2[OH\�&ROOHJH"

6RPH�PLJKW�VD\�MXVW�VXUYLYLQJ�WKH�SDVW�WKUHH�\HDUV�RI�GURXJKW��¿UHV��ÀRRGV�DQG�WKH�SDQGHPLF��,W�FHUWDLQO\�KDV�EHHQ�
action packed and unpredictable but we have come out of it in a stronger position than when we started with strong 
levels of trust that every decision I have made has always been with the best interests of the students at the centre. 

I am particularly proud of how we have been able to reach our ‘mature model’ as a school with full enrolments, 
DWWUDFWHG�QHZ�DQG�WDOHQWHG�VWD�DQG�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�GHYHORS�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�PRGHO�DW�2[OH\�WR�LQFOXGH�QHZ�VXEMHFWV�
and strengthen the enlightened academic rigour across the College.

However, at times like this when it is pouring with rain, I am particularly proud that we have managed to stop the 
library roof leaking and upgraded many of the facilities and areas around the College.

:KDW�SDUWLQJ�DGYLFH�ZRXOG�\RX�OLNH�WR�VKDUH�WR�WKH�FXUUHQW�VWXGHQWV�RI�2[OH\�&ROOHJH"

Always remember that the more you put in to something the more you will get out of it. So I encourage all students 
to be grateful for and embrace every opportunity provided at Oxley and always remember that talent will only get 
you so far, it is character and determination that will take you further. 

And – of course – always be brave and strong and true!

 

Matlida Lambie, Year 7
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INSPIRATIONINSPIRATION

Ghost of Tsushima is a hit game that came 
out July 2020 and was followed by amazing 
reviews. The game takes place in 1274 when a 
PRQJXO�ÀHHW�LQYDGHV�MDSDQ�DQG�\RX�SOD\�DV�WKH�
last remaining samurai of your clan. This game 
is infamous for its beautiful view and it’s hard 
not to appreciate the views as you walk and 
run around japan, looking at the meta critic 
data and reception of the game and everyone 
critic praises the aesthetic and art style. The 
story is quite amazing and could rival some of 
the best games in my opinion like Titanfall 2. 
The game comes with its ratings though and is 
quite a gory and gruesome game, sometimes 
reminding me of Mortal Kombat and For Honor 
style games, and I doubt many parents would 
be open to allowing their children to play this 
game if they were under the age requirement. 
In my opinion it’s a must play and will be in 
my books as one of my favourites, although 
I do have a lot of bias when it comes to 
eastern content created by western because it 
is usually either really creative and uses the 
history of japan to its favour and sometimes it’s 
really lack lustre, this often being due to lack 
of research and culture and not many opinions 
of the historians or people of Japan or any 
eastern country for that matter.

By Jackson Wolstencroft, Year 8

In a time of lockdown uncertainty and 
miserable weather, we all turn to our best 
FRPIRUW� FRPSDQLRQ��1HWÀL[��6FUROOLQJ� WKURXJK�
the endless shows, I stumbled upon Manifest. 
This show ticked every box for the ultimate 
lockdown escapism. Mystery, drama, and 3 
seasons already released ready to binge watch. 
Pressing play, revealed a suspenseful mystery 
ULJKW� IURP� WKH� RXWVHW�� ,W� VWDUWHG� R� ZLWK� D�
bang when a plane that had disappeared for 
5 1/2 years, magically returned. None of the 
passengers had aged a day. However, the 
world had moved on without them, making 
the passengers face strange, new realities and 
disbelief from the people around them. 

This is a great show to watch because each 
episode has a story within itself whilst the 
ongoing mystery of why they returned and 
what happened, continues to unfold, and twist 
and turn. In series three, however, it starts 
to become somewhat far-fetched, but it still 
keeps you hooked and entertained. 

The acting is not of the greatest calibre and 
there are very few moments that are infused 
with comedy. Instead, this show creates 
suspense and mystery with the addition of 
drama. 

Overall, this series is worth watching. It has 
many twists and turns, something mysterious 
is always happening. Whether you are trapped 
LQ�ÀRRG�ZDWHUV�RU�VWXFN�LQ�LVRODWLRQ��µ0DQLIHVW¶�
has all the ingredients for your best lockdown 
binge viewing.

By Lucy Anderson, Yearr 8

The Paris Library is based on the true story 
and experience of Librarians at the American 
Library of Paris during World War II, it 
encompasses romance, friendship, family, 
morality, and more.

As you read, you follow two separate journeys, 
both revolving the protagonist Odile, during 
her timeline, is a young Parisian who dreams 
of being a librarian at the American Library. 
6KH� EHJLQV� WR� ¿QG� KHU� RZQ� LGHQWLW\� DV� VKH�
continues to work and grow as an independent 
ZRPDQ�� PHHWLQJ� LQWHOOHFWXDOV� IURP� DURXQG�
the world, whilst enlightening those who 
seek knowledge and understanding. She 
falls in love with policeman, Paul. Some 
uncomfortable atmosphere shifts become 
apparent, particularly surrounding the loyal 
Jewish subscribers. Odile forms a connection 
with Margret, and the two become dearest 
friends. Odile discovers that her father is 
sending Jewish people ‘away’, she attempts 
to protect them. Paul betrays Odile. Odile 
and Paul get married immediately, leaving 
Paris for their honeymoon. Upon return Odile 
and Margret are forever drawn apart, Odile is 
caught for felony, news from brother Rémy in 
a concentration camp, and the library has been 
closed. Odile escapes to Montana with her new 
¿DQFp�

The novel also follows Odile’s life year after 
the war, through the life of young teenager Lily 
GXULQJ� WKH� ����¶V�� /LO\� EHFRPHV� LQFUHDVLQJO\�
closer to her neighbour Odile following her 
mother’s death, and further complications in 
her family dynamic. Lily becomes too curious in 
Odile’s past and betrays her trust only to reveal 
Odile’s true heroism. Lily encourages Odile to 
reconnect with Margret and her family in Paris 
before it’s too late. Lily becomes the savour of 
Odile’s life.

By Leah Halstead, Year 11

BOOK
The Paris Library

GAME
Ghost of Tsushima

TV SERIES
Manifest
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BIG ISSUE

During the summer holidays I created a website that takes away the 
scary part of public speaking and teaches kids the skills they need to 
thrive when speaking in front of crowds. 

How? Why? When?

Well, it all started in the summer of 2012. It was the Arden pre-school 
nativity play and I was so ready to be an Angel. It was a sort of ranked 
V\VWHP�� WKH�¿UVW� \HDU�SUH�VFKRROHUV�ZRXOG�EH� VWDUV��ZKLFK�ZDV�¿QH��
but the 2nd year pre-schoolers– the second year pre-schoolers were 
Angels. And let me tell you, my four-year-old self had never found 
greater purpose in life then donning those fairy wings and standing 
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%HWZHHQ� ����� DQG� ������ WKH� 1D]L�
regime and their collaborators 

PXUGHUHG�VL[�PLOOLRQ�(XURSHDQ�-HZV�DQG�¿YH�PLOOLRQ�SULVRQHUV�
of war. Behind these greatly disturbing statistics and numbers 
are the stories of both persecutors and victims, which are 
woven into our collective human history. 
/DVW�)ULGD\��'U��$UL�/DQGHU��DQ�HGXFDWLRQ�RFHU�DW�WKH�6\GQH\�
Jewish Museum, visited the College to speak with the year 
10 history classes regarding their current history unit, the 
+RORFDXVW���5DWKHU�WKDQ�IRFXVLQJ�VROHO\�RQ�WKH�KRUUL¿F�VWDWLVWLFV�
of the mass genocide, Dr. Lander provided a more intimate 
approach, sharing the personal stories of survivors and victims.  
 (hi)0.5 (ctbeha)6n8m47 k3881. Tw4t1FTJ
/C2_0 enci14 TwE




