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Since the last Pin Oak edition, Oxley has been a hive
of activity even over the holiday break. The strength
of the community has been demonstrated in so many
ways including most recently at the P&F Christmas in
July event on Saturday night. It was a really fun and
enjoyable night with plenty of friendraising as well as
raising over $9,000 to support the College and local






FILM

Rocketman

The only way to tell his story, is to
LYH KLV IDQWDV\ |5RFNHIPDQ] D ¢IP

MUSIC

The Lion King Soundtrack

If you are a lover of the original
Lion King Soundtrack you should
GH¢QUHON  JLYH WKLV VRXQGIUDFN D
IWHQ 7KH VRXQGWDFN R HW D
great mix of songs in score order
IURP WKH ¢0P ORW VRQJV DUH QRW
adapted or changed in any dramatic
way from the original. Songs that
receive the most changes are “Be
Prepared” and “Can You Feel the
Love Tonight.” Interestingly, “Be
3UHSDUHG™ IHDWXUHV GL HUHQW O\ULFV
and is spoken rather than sung.
While there are no lyrical changes
or instrumental changes in “Can You
Feel the Love Tonight” Beyoncé and
Childish Gambino (Donald Glover)
run all over it and for a duration
they sing like themselves rather
than in character.

Allin all it is a great soundtrack, and
I would recommend lovers of the
Lion King to listen to it.

By Jillian O’Connell (Year 9)

FILM

Jackie Brown

The middle aged Jackie Brown
played by Pam Grier smuggles
money from Mexico to Los Angeles
for a dealer Ordell Robbie played by
Samuel L. Jackson. When she gets
caught by the agents, Ray Nicolette
and Mark Dargus, with ten thousand
dollars and cocaine in her purse,
they propose a deal to her, to help
them, to arrest Ordell in exchange
for her freedom. Meanwhile, Ordell
DVNV WKH ¢ W\ VL[ \HDU RIG OD[ &KHUU\
played by Robert Forster, who
runs a bailing business, to release
Jackie Brown with the intention of
killing her. Jackie suspects Ordell’s
intention and plots a complicated
FRQ¢GHQFH JDPH ZUWK OD[ WR VWHD{
half a million dollars from Ordell.

“Jackie Brown” is another great
movie by Quentin Tarantino. The
sophisticated acting of Pam Grier
and Robert Forster is outstanding.
Once again, Quentin Tarantino
proves why he is arguably the best
GLUHFIRU LQ +RINZRRG 7KLV (P LV D
PXVI ZDIFK FIDWLF ¢0P IRUDQ\  V
IDQV RI PXVLF DQG ¢ (P

By India O'Brien (Year 9)



There is a reason we talk about the Learning Journey at Oxley. It is about a continual
process toward an incrementally revealed destination. It is orientated toward the
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Breaking the rules to
better their performance?

In 53.18 seconds, | could make my bed. I could check my emails, or feed my dog, and maybe even collect
the mail from the letterbox (with a brisk power-walk).

But a lot more can happen in just under a minute. 250 babies will be born. Nike will make $36,000. Five
earthquakes will strike. In 53.18 seconds, Shayna Jack could swim a 100m race. Or she could regretfully
write a post informing social media why she withdrew from the 2019 World Aquatics Championships.

Maybe not all earthquakes are felt physically. Maybe some are subverted deep inside of us; blistering events
which alert us of an earth-shattering truth, deeply rooted not in tectonic plates, but our own unstable
foundations. Is this what Jack felt, when her blood samples tested positive the prohibited substance Ligandrol?

5HFHQW ZHHNV KDYH VHHQ WKH DIRUHPHQWRQHG FKIRULQH ¢WHG DGUHQDILQH IXHNHG VZIPPLQJ FKDPSLRQVKLS
divert from a celebration of true athleticism to heated conjecture about honesty in sport, ‘drug cheats’ and
IKH DELUN\ RI DQIL GRSLQJ DJIHQFLHV WR H HFWLYHO\ SUHYHQW GRSLQJ VFDQGD

Indeed, Australian swimmer Mack Horton made global headlines when he refused to share the podium with
Chinese winner Sun Yang in the 400m freestyle. Horton’s bold statement attracted simultaneous praise and



af

Australia may have been a pioneer in the early war on performance-enhancing drugs — indeed, we

D (DWHG RXUVHIYHV ZUIK WKH = RUG $QIL =RSLQJ $IHQF\ VKRUWN DIWHU WV LQFHSWLRQ LQ DQG IRXQGHG
ASADA in 2006. We have athletes, such as Horton, who are prepared to stand honourably for a cause that
is integral to sport itself — fair play, - as well as strict regulations and penalties for infringements. Yet in
attempting to drown out our own history of shame — ranging from cricketer Shane Warne to the Essendon
FC supplements saga — are we only exposing ourselves to greater international ridicule?

Jack announced on Friday 19 July that a second sample had also been tainted by PEDs. In a sensational
and somewhat emotional post, she denied she ever knowingly took such a substance, and vows to
FKDNHQJH WIKH ¢QGLQJIV

Support for the swimmer has been divided. Whilst some are already condemning her as a ‘drug cheat,
RWKHUW DUH D UPLQJ KHU JRRG FKDUDFIHU RU FRQWHWWLQJ WKH YDILGLIN RI WKH VDPSIH +HUHLQ (LHV WKH SUREIHP
— why is the presumption of innocence not universal? How can a ‘fair-dinkum’ Aussie be automatically
supported and protected from PED allegations, whereas a fellow competitor is convicted in the public eye
before a trial has even commenced?

Swimming Australia’s cover-up of Jack’s failed tests, whereby they sent her home from a training camp in
-DSDQ DQG GLG QRW UHIHDVH WKH QHZV LQWHDG FURVVLQJ WKHLU ¢ QJIHUV WKDW iSHUVRQD) UHDVRQVS ZRXIG H[SIDLQ WKH
unexpected withdrawal, has been scrutinised for a lack of transparency.

Ultimately, I'm not saying | agree or disagree with Horton’s well-intended protest, or have made up my
mind about Jack’s involvement with illegal substances. The point | am stressing is that in the world of elite
sports, the confronting reality is that a small fraction of athletes will always break the rules to better their
performance, and claim ultimate victory on the international stage. As spectators, we are frustrated by
such blatant disregard for foundational fairness, and as athletes the frustration must be exacerbated and
PDJQLHG IR D PXFK JUHDIHU HWHQW $QiL GRSLQJ PHDVXUHV DQG DJHQFLHV DUH QR GRXEN VXEIHFW WR VFUXILQ\
as our scepticism at outstanding performances increases, and trust erodes.



Welcome back to Term 3. It is great to see students return
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ON THE BRANCH

SNOWSPORTS

Students from both the Junior and Senior schools represented the
Oxley College and competed against 227 other schools in Northern
NSW and Queensland Snowsports Championships, held at Perisher
from Tuesday 9 July - Friday 12 July.

Oxley’s motto is patience and fortitude. Waiting for 139 competitors on
a steep slope with skis in a blizzard certainly calls on these strengths.
, DP FRQ¢GHQW WKDW RXU VWXGHQW ZKR WRRN SDUW LQ WKLV FRPSHILILRQ
during the second week of the holidays will have become more resilient
and learnt ways to adapt and cope with challenging situations. When
the Bureau of Meteorology reports “blizzard conditions” with wind
gusts of 104km/hr in Perisher Valley, most people would stay indoors.
1R RXU DYLG VNLHUV

The College did very well across all events entered, with nine teams
qualifying for NSW State Championships which takes place in late
August.

7KH WHDPV WKDW TXDIL¢HG IRU VWDWH Zl0 EH FRPSHWIQJ LQ DISLQH
snowboard giant slalom, snowboard cross, skier cross and moguls.
They are shown below.

*RRG (XFN WR WKH WHDPV JRLQJ WR WKH 6UDIH ¢QDIV

By Claudia Fair (Year 11)

Discipline Division | Year | Racer 1 Racer 2 Racer 3 Racer 4 Place

Alpine 6M 1,2 | Oscar 4 Harper 23 | Euan 20 2nd
Johnson Anstee Shedden

Snowboard | 2M 10 | Jack Gibson 8 Reece 6 Toby 28 1%t

GS Masters O’Sullivan

Snowboard | 2M 10 | Jack Gibson 4 Reece 10 | Toby 43 2nd

Cross Masters O’Sullivan

Alpine 3M 7 Matteo 9 Salvatore Rocco 11 | Taylor 65 | 3¢
Perrotta Perrotta Perrotta Anstee

Skier Cross | 6M 1,2 | Oscar 6 Harper 17 | Euan 16 4th
Johnson Anstee Shedden

Alpine 5M 3 Oliver 29 | Rory Shedden | 17 | Brayden 21 | Thomas 4th
Johnson Anstee Adamson

Moguls 3F 8 Bridget 9
Schereck

Skier Cross | 3M 7 Matteo 7 Salvatore 15 | Rocco 6 | Taylor 46 | 2™
Perrotta Perrotta Perrotta Anstee

Skier Cross | 5M 3 Rory Shedden | 19 | Oliver 16 | Brayden 26 | Thomas 4th

Johnson Anstee Adamson




Now that youire o in the big wide world, what have you made
of yourself since ynishing school at Oxley?

, FDQQRI UHDXN\ EHILHYH KRZ PXFK , KDYH GRQH VIQFH , ¢QLVKHG VFKRR0 Dif
Oxley College. Thinking about it makes me wonder what on earth is in
VIRUH IRU PH RYHU WKH QH[W GHFDGH RU VR

| started my life in the big wide world with a gap year in England, it
was a fabulous way to reset after doing the HSC and to ponder what |
wanted to do with my life. When | came home | went to the ANU and
studied a Bachelor of Arts in English, French, and History (I managed to
squeeze and extra major in there...) and then | did Honours in English.
I lived on campus at the university where | made many like-minded
friends and met people from all across the world — we spent hours
together on last-minute assignments, sharing meals and stories, and
having parties.

After a few years | moved out of college with some friends. Share house
life was also fun, though, like everything, it came with its own special
brand of challenges. During that time | made some very supportive
friendships, and | came to love the quirks of old houses and sprawling
veggie patches.

Throughout my time as an undergraduate | made the most of the
XQLYHUVLIN\ KRULGD\V iR WUDYH) $ RV, ZHQW IR )UDQFH %ULIDLQ 1HZ
Zealand, New Caledonia, Vanuatu, and Thailand. To fund these trips |
worked, variously, as a babysitter, at a café, and as a tour guide at the
1DILRQD) "LQRVDXU OXVXHP VXSHU IXQ  DIRQJIVIGH P\ VIXGLHV ZKLFK
was an exercise in clever time management.

When | graduated from ANU | was at a loss for what to do with my life
but | found a job working as a Children’s Library Assistant at a local
library and spent 12 months reading stories to toddlers, managing

the teen section of the library, and doing a Masters of Library and
Information Management part-time. | had found that my passion for
stories could sustain a rich and exciting working life for me; being at the
library was fun. And yet, | felt like something was missing.

Finally, I decided to apply to study for a PhD in Literary Studies at
UNSW Canberra and, so began the most transformative part of my
adult life to date. Between March 2015 and March 2019 | researched
IIKH (LHHUDU\ GLPHQVIRQ RI ZRPHQV ¢ JKW IRU WKH ULJKI WR YRIH LQ

Australia and New Zealand, exploring the ways in which the idea of

IIKH HQIUDQFKLVHG ZRPDQ ZDV UHQGHUHG LQ ¢FILRQ SRHIU\ SID\V DQG
sketches published in both countries between 1880 and 1913. No one
had ever comprehensively studied this aspect of trans-Tasman literary
culture before, and | spent many long hours in the archives, on digital
newspaper databases, and with my nose in some seriously old (and
delightfully scented) books, discovering long forgotten literature and
reassessing some better-known stories. | found that, despite what
earlier literary scholars had claimed, writers in Australia and New
=HDIDQG ZHUH XVLQJ WKHLU ZRUN WR WHW WKH LGHD RI ZRPHQYV VX UDJH LQ
an imaginative space. They were actively building arguments for or
DJDLQW YRILQJ ZRPDQKRRG DQG E\ GRIQJ VR FRQUULEXILQJ WR GH¢ QUILRQV
of gender, sexuality, citizenship, and race that were being shaped at the
turn of the twentieth century and that we still grapple with today.

While | was doing my PhD | was lucky enough to get a scholarship to
do some intensive research at the National Library of Australia, and |
presented my research at conferences and festivals in Australia, New
Zealand, the United States, and Europe. | also made a whole host of
new friends who work in libraries, are doing doctoral research, like me,
or working in academia.

PhD life hasn't been all fun and games, though. | had a long-term

relationship that couldn’t withstand the pressures of doctoral study, and
| have had to learn how to manage anxiety and stress. But, despite
IKHVH GL  FXULHY , ZRXIGQMW FKDQJH DQ\IKLQJ

1RZ WKDW , KDYH ¢QLVKHG P\ lIKHVLV , KDYH D IHZ FDUHHU RSWLRQV ,
could pursue academia — teaching Literary Studies is something | was
fortunate enough to be able to do during my PhD candidature and |
loved it — but | could use my researching and writing skills in many
other ways too. | plan to make the most of every opportunity that
FRPHV P\ ZD\

What is your biggest achievement since high school?

I don't really like to single out things | have done as my ‘biggest
achievement’ because everything | have done has added up to make
me who | am today. | think, really, having the guts to follow my
passions — to not settle for less — has been my biggest achievement
since high school. It has, after all, been the reason | have completed
P\ GRFWRUD) VIXGLHV *HINLQJ WR FDX P\VHI ®U %XUJHWV LV SUHIN\ VSHFLDO

Were these things that during high school you expected you
would end up doing?

1RW DI D0 , KDYH DIZD\V IRXQG Wi GL FX WR DQVZHU WKH TXHWILRQ RI ZKDW
I want to do when | ‘grow up’. | am just too interested in a whole range
RI WKLQJV WR VHIIGH RQ D GH¢,QUILYH DQVZHU (YHQ QRZ DV ,{YH VHII RX!l RQ

D FDUHHU DV DQ DFDGHPLF , FDQ VHH P\VHIl GRLQJ DX NLQGV RI GL HUHQW
things. What Literary Studies has allowed me to do, however, is
combine a whole range of things I'm passionate about — human rights,
feminism and gender, the environment, communication, storytelling, art,
literature, community, and representation — and explore them through
VRPHWKLQJ HIVH ,{P SDVVLRQDWH DERXW ¢ FILRQ

How did Oxley prepare you for your future?

2[H\ &RNHJIH JDYH PH WKH RSSRUIXQUN R H[SIRUH DU VRUIV RI GL HUHQW
things — drama, English, public speaking, a whole range of sports,
learning languages, sciences, maths, leadership roles, and the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award scheme — from witin an extraordinarily supportive,
generous, and safe environment. | think that's the most wonderful thing
about Oxley — the community it fosters.

Is there anybody from the Oxley community who inspired you
throughout high school?

, ZDV LQVSWHG E\ P\ WHDFKHUV DQG P\ SHHUV D IIKH ILPH OU %HYDQ ZDV
the best Tutor Group teacher of all time, my English teachers helped me
to fall in love with literary analysis (thank you Mr Hall, and Mr Gardiner),
Ms McVean and Mrs Topp were exceptional History teachers whom |
adored, Mrs Hamilton was a wonderful French teacher... the list just
JRHV RQ O\ IUHQGV] SDVVLRQV DQG LQWHUHVIV DQG WKHLU SUHVHQFH LQ P\

12



THINGS YOU
SHOULD KNOW...

Have you ever dreamed of a C list celebrity who reached peak
relevancy six years ago to wish you a very happy “National
pancake day”? Well, do | have a website for you....

Meet, Cameo.com.

&DPHR LV GL HUHQW IURP D PHHI DQG JUHHW $V WKHUH LV QR
dialogue or conversation it is a bit more of a virtual “Pay and
Hey”, quite simply you tell the “talent” what you want them to
say, enter your credit card details... and BOOM Charlie Sheen is
encouraging you to ace that English assessment.

One of the sites most premium stars explains the app best: “Hi
everybody Caitlyn Jenner here, | have been getting involved with
a new programe. It is called cameo app. It’'s very innovative,
very new. When I'm out in public people constantly ask me “Will
you do a video wishing my cousin Happy Birthday?”. Well here’s
your opportunity to get your own personal video from me. Umm
to basically do whatever you want. Uhh, It's a great way for me
to connect with my followers. So, check it out. It's the cameo
app; That's C-A-M-E-O. And I'm looking forward to doing a lot of
personal messages.”









NEWSFLASH

YOUNG ENDEAVOR

Eleven days, 27 Youth Crew and one 44m long Tall Ship.
Whilst most of you were sleeping in, enjoying the luxuries
of a bed that doesn’t move and not having to re-apply
sunscreen every two hours, | embarked on the journey of
a lifetime. Don’t get me wrong, these things didn’'t seem
too appealing to me at the time of application, either.
Despite this, the Young Endeavour Youth Scheme covers
an array of new and exciting opportunities that draws in
thousands of young Australians each year. A chance to
learn how to sail a world-renowned Tall Ship? Sounds
JUHDW )ULHQGVKLSV WKDW (DWW IRU D (IHILPH™ (YHQ EHWIHU
However, the reason | applied for the Young Endeavour
was the chance for me to break out of my comfort zone
and challenge myself in ways | never even thought
possible.

I expected to be challenged both physically and mentally,
but | didn't expect to be climbing a 31-metre-high mast
ZWKLQ WKH ¢UWW THZ KRXUW RI VHIMLQJ VDLW W LV PXFK
much higher than it looks. Trust me. However, we all
successfully clung on for dear life and managed to capture
WKH 0DVl ELW RT WKH VXQVHW 7KH YLHZ LV GH¢ QUHON ZRUIK WKH
FILPE &IPELQJ XS WKLY PDVW EHFDPH D GDL\ RFFXUHQFH
whether it was to furl the sails, do maintenance checks
RUWR JHW WKRVH pJRIGHQ KRXUf SKRWRV DQG (RIWV RI WKHP

Trying to climb up a mast while seasick in 30km/h

winds is not at all enjoyable, however we stuck it out
and comforted each other whilst leaning over the side
precariously, feeling pretty sorry for ourselves. This
proved to be a real challenge for me, as | was out for
about three days. Despite this, thanks to the spirit and
comradery of the other youthies, | made it out alive and
ZHN VLD VPLILQJ

We also got the opportunity to ‘take the helm’ (a formal
IHUP IRV WWHHULQJ WKH VKIS  XVH PDQ\ QDYLJDILRQDI
methods to plan our route and be on lookout to make
sure our path was clear of passing ships.

In between learning how to sail, we island hopped several
times on our journey to Brisbane. We snorkelled with
WXUIHY  UHHI VKDUNV DQG KXQGUHGV RI VSHFLHV RI ¢ VK ZHQW
for walks around the islands and enjoyed the time to
relax after many busy days at sea. The beach volleyball
JDPHV ZHUH SUHWN IXQ WRR

My time spent on the Young Endeavour has changed my
(LIH DQG W KDV FUHDWHG PDQ\ RI P\ ¢ QHVI PHPRUHV EHWI
friends and a new perspective on the world. | cannot
recommend this youth scheme enough, as it challenged
and pushed me to my limits, but also provided so much
fun and laughter along the way. Undoubtedly the best 11
days of my life.

By Maddie Sargeant (Year 10)
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