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Since the last Pin Oak edition, Oxley has been a hive 
of activity even over the holiday break. The strength 
of the community has been demonstrated in so many 
ways including most recently at the P&F Christmas in 
July event on Saturday night. It was a really fun and 
enjoyable night with plenty of friendraising as well as 
raising over $9,000 to support the College and local 
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Jackie Brown

The middle aged Jackie Brown 
played by Pam Grier smuggles 
money from Mexico to Los Angeles 
for a dealer Ordell Robbie played by 
Samuel L. Jackson. When she gets 
caught by the agents, Ray Nicolette 
and Mark Dargus, with ten thousand 
dollars and cocaine in her purse, 
they propose a deal to her, to help 
them, to arrest Ordell in exchange 
for her freedom. Meanwhile, Ordell 
DVNV�WKH�¿IW\�VL[�\HDU�ROG�0D[�&KHUU\�
played by Robert Forster, who 
runs a bailing business, to release 
Jackie Brown with the intention of 
killing  her. Jackie suspects Ordell’s 
intention and plots a complicated 
FRQ¿GHQFH�JDPH�ZLWK�0D[�WR�VWHDO�
half a million dollars from Ordell.                                                                                                                                          
                                                  
“Jackie Brown” is another great 
movie by Quentin Tarantino. The 
sophisticated acting of Pam Grier 
and Robert Forster is outstanding. 
Once again, Quentin Tarantino 
proves why he is arguably the best 
GLUHFWRU�LQ�+ROO\ZRRG��7KLV�¿OP�LV�D�
PXVW�ZDWFK��FODVVLF�¿OP�IRU�DQ\���V�
IDQV�RI�PXVLF�DQG�¿OP��

By India O’Brien (Year 9)

MUSIC FILM

The Lion King Soundtrack

If you are a lover of the original 
Lion King Soundtrack you should 
GH¿QLWHO\� JLYH� WKLV� VRXQGWUDFN� D�
OLVWHQ�� 7KH� VRXQGWUDFN� R໤HUV� D�
great mix of songs in score order 
IURP� WKH� ¿OP�� 0RVW� VRQJV� DUH� QRW�
adapted or changed in any dramatic 
way from the original. Songs that 
receive the most changes are “Be 
Prepared” and “Can You Feel the 
Love Tonight.” Interestingly, “Be 
3UHSDUHG´� IHDWXUHV� GL໤HUHQW� O\ULFV�
and is spoken rather than sung. 
While there are no lyrical changes 
or instrumental changes in “Can You 
Feel the Love Tonight” Beyoncé and 
Childish Gambino (Donald Glover) 
run all over it and for a duration 
they sing like themselves rather 
than in character. 
All in all it is a great soundtrack, and 
I would recommend lovers of the 
Lion King to listen to it.
By Jillian O’Connell (Year 9)

FILM

Rocketman 

The only way to tell his story, is to 
OLYH� KLV� IDQWDV\�� µ5RFNHWPDQ¶� D� ¿OP�
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There is a reason we talk about the Learning Journey at Oxley.  It is about a continual 
process toward an incrementally revealed destination.  It is orientated toward the 
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Breaking the rules to 
better their performance?

In 53.18 seconds, I could make my bed. I could check my emails, or feed my dog, and maybe even collect 
the mail from the letterbox (with a brisk power-walk).

But a lot more can happen in just under a minute. 250 babies will be born. Nike will make $36,000. Five 
earthquakes will strike. In 53.18 seconds, Shayna Jack could swim a 100m race. Or she could regretfully 
write a post informing social media why she withdrew from the 2019 World Aquatics Championships. 

Maybe not all earthquakes are felt physically. Maybe some are subverted deep inside of us; blistering events 
which alert us of an earth-shattering truth, deeply rooted not in tectonic plates, but our own unstable 
foundations. Is this what Jack felt, when her blood samples tested positive the prohibited substance Ligandrol?

5HFHQW� ZHHNV� KDYH� VHHQ� WKH� DIRUHPHQWLRQHG� FKORULQH�¿OOHG�� DGUHQDOLQH�IXHOOHG� VZLPPLQJ� FKDPSLRQVKLS�
divert from a celebration of true athleticism to heated conjecture about honesty in sport, ‘drug cheats’ and 
WKH�DELOLW\�RI�DQWL�GRSLQJ�DJHQFLHV�WR�H໤HFWLYHO\�SUHYHQW�GRSLQJ�VFDQGDOV��

Indeed, Australian swimmer Mack Horton made global headlines when he refused to share the podium with 
Chinese winner Sun Yang in the 400m freestyle. Horton’s bold statement attracted simultaneous praise and 
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Australia may have been a pioneer in the early war on performance-enhancing drugs – indeed, we 
D໥OLDWHG�RXUVHOYHV�ZLWK�WKH�:RUOG�$QWL�'RSLQJ�$JHQF\�VKRUWO\�DIWHU�LWV�LQFHSWLRQ�LQ�������DQG�IRXQGHG�
ASADA in 2006. We have athletes, such as Horton, who are prepared to stand honourably for a cause that 
is integral to sport itself – fair play, - as well as strict regulations and penalties for infringements. Yet in 
attempting to drown out our own history of shame – ranging from cricketer Shane Warne to the Essendon 
FC supplements saga – are we only exposing ourselves to greater international ridicule?

Jack announced on Friday 19 July that a second sample had also been tainted by PEDs. In a sensational 
and somewhat emotional post, she denied she ever knowingly took such a substance, and vows to 
FKDOOHQJH�WKH�¿QGLQJV��

Support for the swimmer has been divided. Whilst some are already condemning her as a ‘drug cheat,’ 
RWKHUV�DUH�D໥UPLQJ�KHU�JRRG�FKDUDFWHU�RU�FRQWHVWLQJ�WKH�YDOLGLW\�RI�WKH�VDPSOH��+HUHLQ�OLHV�WKH�SUREOHP�
– why is the presumption of innocence not universal? How can a ‘fair-dinkum’ Aussie be automatically 
supported and protected from PED allegations, whereas a fellow competitor is convicted in the public eye 
before a trial has even commenced?

Swimming Australia’s cover-up of Jack’s failed tests, whereby they sent her home from a training camp in 
-DSDQ�DQG�GLG�QRW�UHOHDVH�WKH�QHZV��LQVWHDG�FURVVLQJ�WKHLU�¿QJHUV�WKDW�µSHUVRQDO�UHDVRQV¶�ZRXOG�H[SODLQ�WKH�
unexpected withdrawal, has been scrutinised for a lack of transparency.

Ultimately, I’m not saying I agree or disagree with Horton’s well-intended protest, or have made up my 
mind about Jack’s involvement with illegal substances. The point I am stressing is that in the world of elite 
sports, the confronting reality is that a small fraction of athletes will always break the rules to better their 
performance, and claim ultimate victory on the international stage. As spectators, we are frustrated by 
such blatant disregard for foundational fairness, and as athletes the frustration must be exacerbated and 
PDJQL¿HG�WR�D�PXFK�JUHDWHU�H[WHQW��$QWL�GRSLQJ�PHDVXUHV�DQG�DJHQFLHV�DUH�QR�GRXEW�VXEMHFW�WR�VFUXWLQ\��
as our scepticism at outstanding performances increases, and trust erodes. 
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Welcome back to Term 3. It is great to see students return 
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ON THE BRANCH

Students from both the Junior and Senior schools represented the 
Oxley College and competed against 227 other schools in Northern 
NSW and Queensland Snowsports Championships, held at Perisher 
from Tuesday 9 July - Friday 12 July. 
Oxley’s motto is patience and fortitude. Waiting for 139 competitors on 
a steep slope with skis in a blizzard certainly calls on these strengths. 
,�DP�FRQ¿GHQW� WKDW�RXU�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�WRRN�SDUW� LQ� WKLV�FRPSHWLWLRQ�
during the second week of the holidays will have become more resilient 
and learnt ways to adapt and cope with challenging situations.  When 
the Bureau of Meteorology reports “blizzard conditions” with wind 
gusts of 104km/hr in Perisher Valley, most people would stay indoors. 
1RW�RXU�DYLG�VNLHUV��
The College did very well across all events entered, with nine teams 
qualifying for NSW State Championships which takes place in late 
August. 
7KH� WHDPV� WKDW� TXDOL¿HG� IRU� VWDWH� ZLOO� EH� FRPSHWLQJ� LQ� DOSLQH��
snowboard giant slalom, snowboard cross, skier cross and moguls. 
They are shown below. 
*RRG�OXFN�WR�WKH�WHDPV�JRLQJ�WR�WKH�6WDWH�¿QDOV��
By Claudia Fair (Year 11)

  

Discipline Division Year Racer 1 Racer 2 Racer 3 Racer 4 Place 
Alpine 6M 1, 2 Oscar 

Johnson 
4 Harper 

Anstee 
23 Euan 

Shedden 
20   2nd 

Snowboard 
GS 

2M 10 Jack Gibson 8 Reece 
Masters 

6 Toby 
O’Sullivan 

28   1st  

Snowboard 
Cross 

2M 10 Jack Gibson 4 Reece 
Masters 

10 Toby 
O’Sullivan 

43   2nd  

Alpine 3M 7 Matteo 
Perrotta 

9 Salvatore 
Perrotta 

 Rocco 
Perrotta 

11 Taylor 
Anstee 

65 3rd 

Skier Cross 6M 1,2 Oscar 
Johnson 

6 Harper 
Anstee 

17 Euan 
Shedden 

16   4th 

Alpine 5M 3 Oliver 
Johnson 

29 Rory Shedden 17 Brayden 
Anstee 

21 Thomas 
Adamson 

 4th 

Moguls 3F 8 Bridget 
Schereck 

9        

Skier Cross 3M 7 Matteo 
Perrotta 

7 Salvatore 
Perrotta 

15 Rocco 
Perrotta 

6 Taylor 
Anstee 

46 2nd 

Skier Cross 5M 3 Rory Shedden 19 Oliver 
Johnson 

16 Brayden 
Anstee 

26 Thomas 
Adamson 

 4th 

 

SNOWSPORTS
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Now that youôre o  in the big wide world, what have you made 
of yourself since ýnishing school at Oxley?

,�FDQQRW�UHDOO\�EHOLHYH�KRZ�PXFK�,�KDYH�GRQH�VLQFH�,�¿QLVKHG�VFKRRO�DW�
Oxley College. Thinking about it makes me wonder what on earth is in 
VWRUH�IRU�PH�RYHU�WKH�QH[W�GHFDGH�RU�VR�

I started my life in the big wide world with a gap year in England, it 
was a fabulous way to reset after doing the HSC and to ponder what I 
wanted to do with my life. When I came home I went to the ANU and 
studied a Bachelor of Arts in English, French, and History (I managed to 
squeeze and extra major in there...) and then I did Honours in English. 
I lived on campus at the university where I made many like-minded 
friends and met people from all across the world – we spent hours 
together on last-minute assignments, sharing meals and stories, and 
having parties.

After a few years I moved out of college with some friends. Share house 
life was also fun, though, like everything, it came with its own special 
brand of challenges. During that time I made some very supportive 
friendships, and I came to love the quirks of old houses and sprawling 
veggie patches.

Throughout my time as an undergraduate I made the most of the 
XQLYHUVLW\�KROLGD\V�WR�WUDYHO��$�ORW��,�ZHQW�WR�)UDQFH��%ULWDLQ��1HZ�
Zealand, New Caledonia, Vanuatu, and Thailand. To fund these trips I 
worked, variously, as a babysitter, at a café, and as a tour guide at the 
1DWLRQDO�'LQRVDXU�0XVXHP��VXSHU�IXQ����DORQJVLGH�P\�VWXGLHV�ZKLFK�
was an exercise in clever time management.

When I graduated from ANU I was at a loss for what to do with my life 
but I found a job working as a Children’s Library Assistant at a local 
library and spent 12 months reading stories to toddlers, managing 
the teen section of the library, and doing a Masters of Library and 
Information Management part-time. I had found that my passion for 
stories could sustain a rich and exciting working life for me; being at the 
library was fun. And yet, I felt like something was missing.

Finally, I decided to apply to study for a PhD in Literary Studies at 
UNSW Canberra and, so began the most transformative part of my 
adult life to date. Between March 2015 and March 2019 I researched 
WKH�OLWHUDU\�GLPHQVLRQ�RI�ZRPHQ¶V�¿JKW�IRU�WKH�ULJKW�WR�YRWH�LQ�
Australia and New Zealand, exploring the ways in which the idea of 
WKH�HQIUDQFKLVHG�ZRPDQ�ZDV�UHQGHUHG�LQ�¿FWLRQ��SRHWU\��SOD\V��DQG�
sketches published in both countries between 1880 and 1913. No one 
had ever comprehensively studied this aspect of trans-Tasman literary 
culture before, and I spent many long hours in the archives, on digital 
newspaper databases, and with my nose in some seriously old (and 
delightfully scented) books, discovering long forgotten literature and 
reassessing some better-known stories. I found that, despite what 
earlier literary scholars had claimed, writers in Australia and New 
=HDODQG�ZHUH�XVLQJ�WKHLU�ZRUN�WR�WHVW�WKH�LGHD�RI�ZRPHQ¶V�VX໤UDJH�LQ�
an imaginative space. They were actively building arguments for or 
DJDLQVW�YRWLQJ�ZRPDQKRRG�DQG��E\�GRLQJ�VR��FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�GH¿QLWLRQV�
of gender, sexuality, citizenship, and race that were being shaped at the 
turn of the twentieth century and that we still grapple with today.

While I was doing my PhD I was lucky enough to get a scholarship to 
do some intensive research at the National Library of Australia, and I 
presented my research at conferences and festivals in Australia, New 
Zealand, the United States, and Europe. I also made a whole host of 
new friends who work in libraries, are doing doctoral research, like me, 
or working in academia.

PhD life hasn’t been all fun and games, though. I had a long-term 

relationship that couldn’t withstand the pressures of doctoral study, and 
I have had to learn how to manage anxiety and stress. But, despite 
WKHVH�GL໥FXOWLHV��,�ZRXOGQ¶W�FKDQJH�DQ\WKLQJ�

1RZ�WKDW�,�KDYH�¿QLVKHG�P\�WKHVLV�,�KDYH�D�IHZ�FDUHHU�RSWLRQV��,�
could pursue academia – teaching Literary Studies is something I was 
fortunate enough to be able to do during my PhD candidature and I 
loved it – but I could use my researching and writing skills in many 
other ways too. I plan to make the most of every opportunity that 
FRPHV�P\�ZD\�

What is your biggest achievement since high school?

I don’t really like to single out things I have done as my ‘biggest 
achievement’ because everything I have done has added up to make 
me who I am today. I think, really, having the guts to follow my 
passions – to not settle for less – has been my biggest achievement 
since high school. It has, after all, been the reason I have completed 
P\�GRFWRUDO�VWXGLHV��*HWWLQJ�WR�FDOO�P\VHOI�'U�%XUJHVV�LV�SUHWW\�VSHFLDO�

Were these things that during high school you expected you 
would end up doing?

1RW�DW�DOO��,�KDYH�DOZD\V�IRXQG�LW�GL໥FXOW�WR�DQVZHU�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�
I want to do when I ‘grow up’. I am just too interested in a whole range 
RI�WKLQJV�WR�VHWWOH�RQ�D�GH¿QLWLYH�DQVZHU��(YHQ�QRZ��DV�,¶YH�VHW�RXW�RQ�
D�FDUHHU�DV�DQ�DFDGHPLF��,�FDQ�VHH�P\VHOI�GRLQJ�DOO�NLQGV�RI�GL໤HUHQW�
things. What Literary Studies has allowed me to do, however, is 
combine a whole range of things I’m passionate about – human rights, 
feminism and gender, the environment, communication, storytelling, art, 
literature, community, and representation – and explore them through 
VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�,¶P�SDVVLRQDWH�DERXW��¿FWLRQ�

How did Oxley prepare you for your future?

2[OH\�&ROOHJH�JDYH�PH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�H[SORUH�DOO�VRUWV�RI�GL໤HUHQW�
things – drama, English, public speaking, a whole range of sports, 
learning languages, sciences, maths, leadership roles, and the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award scheme – from witin an extraordinarily supportive, 
generous, and safe environment. I think that’s the most wonderful thing 
about Oxley – the community it fosters.

Is there anybody from the Oxley community who inspired you 
throughout high school? 

,�ZDV�LQVSLUHG�E\�P\�WHDFKHUV�DQG�P\�SHHUV�DOO�WKH�WLPH��0U�%HYDQ�ZDV�
the best Tutor Group teacher of all time, my English teachers helped me 
to fall in love with literary analysis (thank you Mr Hall, and Mr Gardiner), 
Ms McVean and Mrs Topp were exceptional History teachers whom I 
adored, Mrs Hamilton was a wonderful French teacher... the list just 
JRHV�RQ��0\�IULHQGV¶�SDVVLRQV�DQG�LQWHUHVWV��DQG�WKHLU�SUHVHQFH�LQ�P\�
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THINGS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW...

Have you ever dreamed of a C list celebrity who reached peak 
relevancy six years ago to wish you a very happy “National 
pancake day”? Well, do I have a website for you…. 
Meet, Cameo.com. 
&DPHR� LV� GL໤HUHQW� IURP� D� PHHW� DQG� JUHHW�� $V� WKHUH� LV� QR�
dialogue or conversation it is a bit more of a virtual “Pay and 
Hey”, quite simply you tell the “talent” what you want them to 
say, enter your credit card details… and BOOM Charlie Sheen is 
encouraging you to ace that English assessment.
One of the sites most premium stars explains the app best: “Hi 
everybody Caitlyn Jenner here, I have been getting involved with 
a new programe. It is called cameo app. It’s very innovative, 
very new. When I’m out in public people constantly ask me “Will 
you do a video wishing my cousin Happy Birthday?”. Well here’s 
your opportunity to get your own personal video from me. Umm 
to basically do whatever you want. Uhh, It’s a great way for me 
to connect with my followers. So, check it out. It’s the cameo 
app; That’s C-A-M-E-O. And I’m looking forward to doing a lot of 
personal messages.”
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Eleven days, 27 Youth Crew and one 44m long Tall Ship. 
Whilst most of you were sleeping in, enjoying the luxuries 
of a bed that doesn’t move and not having to re-apply 
sunscreen every two hours, I embarked on the journey of 
a lifetime. Don’t get me wrong, these things didn’t seem 
too appealing to me at the time of application, either. 
Despite this, the Young Endeavour Youth Scheme covers 
an array of new and exciting opportunities that draws in 
thousands of young Australians each year. A chance to 
learn how to sail a world-renowned Tall Ship? Sounds 
JUHDW�� )ULHQGVKLSV� WKDW� ODVW� IRU� D� OLIHWLPH"� (YHQ� EHWWHU��
However, the reason I applied for the Young Endeavour 
was the chance for me to break out of my comfort zone 
and challenge myself in ways I never even thought 
possible. 
I expected to be challenged both physically and mentally, 
but I didn’t expect to be climbing a 31-metre-high mast 
ZLWKLQ� WKH� ¿UVW� IHZ� KRXUV� RI� VHWWLQJ� VDLO�� ,W� LV� PXFK��
much higher than it looks. Trust me. However, we all 
successfully clung on for dear life and managed to capture 
WKH�ODVW�ELW�RI�WKH�VXQVHW��7KH�YLHZ�LV�GH¿QLWHO\�ZRUWK�WKH�
FOLPE��&OLPELQJ�XS�WKLV�PDVW�EHFDPH�D�GDLO\�RFFXUUHQFH��
whether it was to furl the sails, do maintenance checks 
RU�WR�JHW�WKRVH�µJROGHQ�KRXU¶�SKRWRV��DQG�ORWV�RI�WKHP����
Trying to climb up a mast while seasick in 30km/h 

winds is not at all enjoyable, however we stuck it out 
and comforted each other whilst leaning over the side 
precariously, feeling pretty sorry for ourselves. This 
proved to be a real challenge for me, as I was out for 
about three days. Despite this, thanks to the spirit and 
comradery of the other youthies, I made it out alive and 
ZHOO��VWLOO�VPLOLQJ��
We also got the opportunity to ‘take the helm’ (a formal 
WHUP� IRU� VWHHULQJ� WKH� VKLS���� XVH� PDQ\� QDYLJDWLRQDO�
methods to plan our route and be on lookout to make 
sure our path was clear of passing ships. 
In between learning how to sail, we island hopped several 
times on our journey to Brisbane. We snorkelled with 
WXUWOHV��UHHI�VKDUNV�DQG�KXQGUHGV�RI�VSHFLHV�RI�¿VK��ZHQW�
for walks around the islands and enjoyed the time to 
relax after many busy days at sea. The beach volleyball 
JDPHV�ZHUH�SUHWW\�IXQ��WRR�
My time spent on the Young Endeavour has changed my 
OLIH��DQG�LW�KDV�FUHDWHG�PDQ\�RI�P\�¿QHVW�PHPRULHV��EHVW�
friends and a new perspective on the world. I cannot 
recommend this youth scheme enough, as it challenged 
and pushed me to my limits, but also provided so much 
fun and laughter along the way. Undoubtedly the best 11 
days of my life. 
By Maddie Sargeant (Year 10)

YOUNG ENDEAVOR

NEWSFLASH


